The presence of melanocytic hamartomas on the iris, known eponymously as Lisch nodules, is highly charac teristic of neurofibromatosis type I (NFl). 
). Two years later Lisch published his famous paper with one illustration in the German literature (see Fig. 3 ).
THE APPEARANCES OF LISCH NODULES
Lisch nodules occur in all racial types. They vary in size and number from, in extreme cases, a single 'salt-grain' on one iris alone, barely visible by slit lamp examination, to prolific, sometimes innumerable or very large nodules, even 2 mm in diameter. Fortunately in most adults, except in very dark irides, they are easily visible either with the Lisch nodules vary widely in appearance depending on the background colour of the iris (see Fig. 4 ). In all eyes they have an elevated, fleshy appearance, best appreciated by tangential broad beam illumination. In blue and green irides they appear pale-to-medium brown with feathery margins, and in dark brown irides they are cream coloured, dome-shaped and extremely well defined. The nodules are distributed in a random fashion on the anterior surface of the iris and occasionally just in the angle, when they can be viewed gonioscopically. Although Lisch nod ules have a highly characteristic appearance, there are a few iris conditions that may be similar (Table I) . 
HISTOLOGY AND ELECTRON MICROSCOPY OF LISCH NODULES

PREVALENCE OF LISCH NODULES
We combined data from six large studies2, In the presence of other di'agnostic features of NFl or a positive family history, Lisch nodules confirm the diag nosis. In the absence of other signs of NFl , their presence is highly suggestive of NFl . Although the NIH diagnostic criteria (Table II) Exactly how this gene product will relate to the multiple and diverse manifestations of NFl in different tissues remains to be seen.
CONCLUSION
The purpose of our paper is to provide the ophthalmologist with a firm basis for the identification of Lisch nodules in NFl and some indication of their prevalence in different age groups. The ophthalmologist can then provide critical diagnostic information to other specialists caring for 
